
 

•What are the potential risks for dogs, their owners and local government? 

•What are the social and behavioural patterns of dogs in an enclosed space that contribute to these 
risks? 

•What are the design criteria that can reduce risk and improve experience and function? 

•Who uses dog parks, when & why? 

•Do dog owners know how to keep their dog safe in a dog park? 

OUR APPROACH TO DOG PARKS 

A unique aspect of our work is a commitment to integrate a 
full range of interactions that take place within an enclosed  
dog park.  An understanding of these interactions will help 

inform the planning, design and management of the park.  It 
also provides a better appreciation of dog and human needs 

and understanding of potential risks. 

 

 

CONTEXT/ 

PLANNING 
Location Accessibility Parking 

Surrounding 
Land Uses 

Nearby 
Facilities 

Park Type 
(regional, 
district, 

local) 

Dog Park 
Type (e.g. 

puppy, 
mixed dogs, 
separation 

of small and 
large dogs 

Park Size 

PHYSICAL 
DESIGN 

 Park Shape 
Circulation, 

Paths 
Fencing Airlock, Gates Topography 

Water, 
Drainage, 

Shade  

Seating, 
Tables, 
Lighting 

Surfaces, 
Vegetation 

MANAGEMENT Doggy Bags 
Dog Park 
Surfaces 

Drainage Signage 
Park Etiquette 

“Rules” 

Maintenance of 
Gates, Bins, 

Fencing 
Vegetation 

PARK INTERACTIONS 
 Dog to Dog (dogs tend to gather at entrances/exits , 

arousal goes up & incidents can easily occur 
 Dog to Human   Human to Human (social interaction) 
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