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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Dogs Off-leash Study examines the need for 
additional dog off-leash areas in the City of 
Mitcham. This study is in response to actions 
contained in the current Dog and Cat Management 
Plan 2012-2017. 
 
The study has been prepared by Balancing Act 
Adelaide in collaboration with the City of Mitcham 
Project Group. 
 
The City of Mitcham has a population of 9,663 
registered dogs and a range of dog provisions for 
public places including on-leash, off-leash and dog 
prohibited areas. 
 
Consulting with key stakeholders including Council 
staff, elected members and the residents of the 
City of Mitcham was an essential part of the study. 
A community survey was conducted between July 
and August 2016 inviting dog owners and non-dog 
owners to share their views and concerns 
regarding dog off-leash and on-leash areas in the 
City of Mitcham. There were 378 individual 
responses from the community survey.  
 

Off-leash areas 
The study found that off-leash dog exercise was a 
popular recreational activity for dog owners. Dog 
owners are some of Mitcham’s most frequent park 
users, using parks at off-peak times and providing 
valuable ‘eyes’ in parks after hours.  
 
Dog owners visit a range of reserves rather than 
just one park including sporting ovals, natural 
bushland reserves, walking trails and off-leash 
enclosed dog parks. The range of off-leash 
opportunities, diversity of settings and terrains is a 
key feature dog owners liked about the existing 
open spaces within Mitcham. 
 

Convenience + walkability 
Convenience was the major factor in determining 
which parks dog owners visited. Convenience is 
related to walkability as a large proportion of dog 
owners walked to parks, and visited parks on a 
daily basis. Walking a dog supports the 
development of more sustainable communities, 
and active and healthy lifestyles. 
 

 
 

Safety and dog conflict 
Key concerns for both dog owners and non-dog 
owners included safety and dog conflict. A 
common concern was dogs rushing-up to 
unfamiliar dogs. 
 

Areas for improvement 
The study highlighted a range of improvements to 
existing parks and reserves including the provision 
of additional dog poo bags, bag dispensers, waste 
bins, and increased frequency of waste disposal. 
 
Other areas for improvement related to the need 
for dog owners to take more responsibility for 
cleaning up after their dogs, for Council to better 
educate and enforce the rules of on-leash, off-
leash and prohibited areas, and for dog owners to 
keep their dogs under effective control.  
 

Recommendations 
The study findings support the provision of 
additional off-leash areas in the City of Mitcham, 
in particular new off-leash areas, and the 
extension of existing off-leash times.  
 
The recommendations are concerned with the 
following areas: 
 

 Review of off-leash areas  

 Provision of supporting infrastructure 

 Need for community education. 
 
Based on the study findings it is suggested: 
 
Greater attention be placed on off-leash areas in 
general rather than a second enclosed dog park 
including the provision of safe off-leash parks 
within walking distance and with supporting 
infrastructure. 
 
A second dog park is not recommended at this 
stage. However, the Hills region was identified as a 
potential future site. 
 
Another area of consideration is the provision of 
additional supporting infrastructure and 
development of community programs and public 
awareness on community standards for off-leash 
dogs in public places. 
 
The recommendations appear in full on page 26.
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The Dogs Off-leash Study examines domestic dogs 
and the need for additional off-leash areas within 
the City of Mitcham. Dogs play a significant role in 
the lives of many Australians, providing physical 
and mental health benefits, companionship and 
facilitating social interactions within the 
community (ACAC, n.d.). 
 
This study has been undertaken to guide the City 
of Mitcham’s future planning for dog off-leash 
exercise areas in response to actions contained in 
the current Dog and Cat Management Plan 2012-
2017.  
 
This study has been prepared in consultation with 
major stakeholders including Council staff, elected 
members and the residents of Mitcham. 
 
In the study the following definitions are used:  
 

 An off-leash area is any area where dogs are 
permitted to be off-leash, and this may include 
a partially fenced area, but does not include a 
designated enclosed dog park. 

 

 An enclosed dog park is a type of off-leash area 
which has been specifically set aside for dogs 
and their owners and is fully enclosed or 
fenced. 

 

Background 
In 2004, Council carried out a study to identify 
potential dog off-leash areas with the City of 
Mitcham (Council Minutes, 8 June 2004). This 
study involved an assessment of all Council’s 
reserves to identify sites for potential dog exercise 
areas. Two sites were identified as possible 
enclosed dog parks including CC Hood Reserve, 
Pasadena and Branson Reserve, Pasadena.  
 

Council also identified other off-leash areas for 
time-share arrangements including Norman 
Reserve, Torrens Park; Hawthorndene Oval, 
Hawthorndene; and AA Bailey Reserve, Clarence 
Gardens. 
 
In 2009, the City of Mitcham opened their first 
dedicated enclosed dog park at CC Hood Reserve, 
with Branson Reserve declared to operate under a 
time-share arrangement.  
 
In 2015, Council reviewed their dog management 
controls for dogs in public places and identified 
specific areas for dog on-leash, off-leash, 
prohibited areas and time-share arrangements.  
 

Purpose  
The purpose of this study was to determine the 
need for additional dog off-leash areas, including a 
second designated enclosed dog park in the City of 
Mitcham (City of Mitcham, Project Brief, 2016). 
 

Methods 
The Dogs Off-leash Study has employed a number 
of techniques to prepare this report including: 
 

 Examination of relevant council plans and 
strategies  

 Review of current research on dogs and public 
open space 

 Desktop analysis of parks and reserves within 
the Mitcham area 

 Community consultation including a survey, a 
flyer promoting the project and advertisement 
in local papers. 

 
The information gained through the above 
techniques has informed the conclusions and 
recommendations of the study. 
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SETTING THE SCENE 
 
“Two in every three homes in Australia have at 
least one pet. When you consider that lot sizes 
are getting smaller and census data shows an 
increase in apartment living, pets need to be 
catered for in parks and other public spaces” 

(Planning Institute of Australia, 2012: n.p.). 
 
Australia has one of the highest pet ownership 
rates in the world with 36% of households owning 
a dog. Companion animals such as dogs play a 
significant role in the lives of many Australians. 
They can enrich our lives, provide physical and 
mental health benefits and companionship, and 
help facilitate social interactions with people in the 
community (ACAC, n.d.). 

 
Benefits of Pets 
There is extensive research (ACAC, n.d. and 
PIAS, 2010) that demonstrates the benefits 
of pet ownership including: 
 
Pets are good for our general health 

 People with dogs and cats make fewer 
visits to the doctor  

 People with pets have a lower risk of 
cardiovascular disease than non-pet 
owners 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pets are good for an aging population 

 Pets can increase the quality of life for 
elderly people including reduced 
confusion and increased feelings of 
interest 

 Pets can boost activity levels in older 
people, helping to improve overall 
health  

 Pets provide companionship for elderly 
people living alone 

 
Pets are good for children 

 Young children with pets are more 
likely to exercise  

 Children or adolescents with pets have 
shown to have higher self-esteem  

 
Pets are good for the community 

 Pets can help people build social 
bridges in communities 

 People with pets are more likely to 
have conversations with other people. 
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Pets and higher density living  
As block sizes get smaller and dwellings extend 
closer to fence lines and property boundaries, 
there is less private outdoor space available for 
dogs which leads to a greater demand for public 
open space.  
 
Almost a quarter of Australians live in medium to 
high-density housing. Between 1991 and 2001 the 
number of separate houses in Australia increased 
by 18%, while the number of higher density 
dwellings increased by 37% (PIAS, 2010: 5).  
 
With this trend expected to continue, there will be 
new challenges as we learn to live in smaller 
spaces and compete for valuable public open 
space. One of the issues associated with a 
decrease in private outdoor space is the increasing 
importance of well-designed and accessible public 
open places in which to exercise dogs including 
off-leash and on-leash areas.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dogs in public places 
Research shows a trend towards casual, 
unstructured recreational activities with dog 
walking being in the top 10 preferred options for 
informal exercise. 
 
“Adults are moving away from structured sports 
to casual activities with dog walking being 
number three of the top 10 activities in Australia” 

(One Eighty Degree, n.d.; p. 23). 
 
As more dogs are out walking with their owners, it 
is essential that the design of public places 
considers the needs and interactions of both 
people and dogs, including enclosed dog parks. 
 
The design of public places is informed from a 
human perspective and seldom embraces an 
appreciation of the interactions between dogs and 
people, or between dogs and dogs. Designing sites 
from a human perspective can exacerbate conflict 
between dogs in the public realm.  
 
Dogs and their owners also need appropriate dog 
training to cope with a range of settings such as 
walking down a local street, playing in an enclosed 
dog park, or visiting a cafe in a public place. 
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OVERVIEW OF THE STUDY 
AREA 
 
The City of Mitcham is located 6 kilometers 
south of Adelaide, South Australia. It is bounded 
by the City of Onkaparinga to the south, the City of 
Marion to the west, City of Unley and Burnside in 
the north and Adelaide Hills Council in the east.  
 

The City of Mitcham is a residential and semi-rural 
area extending from the plains to the hills. It 
covers some 75 square kilometres, bounded by 
Cross Road in the north to the Sturt River in the 
south, and from Mount Barker Road in the east to 
South Road in the west. 

 
Map 1: Study Area, the City of Mitcham 
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The City of Mitcham comprises of 32 suburbs, or part thereof including:  
 

Bedford Park Cumberland Park Mitcham 

Belair Daw Park Netherby 

Bellevue Heights Eden Hills Panorama 

Blackwood Glenalta Pasadena 

Brown Hill Creek Hawthorn Springfield 

Clapham Hawthorndene St Marys 

Clarence Gardens Kingswood Torrens Park 

Colonel Light Gardens Leawood Gardens Upper Sturt 

Coromandel Valley Lower Mitcham Urrbrae 

Crafters West Lynton Westbourne Park 

Craigburn Farm Melrose Park  

 
 

The City of Mitcham manages some 255 reserves, 
parks and gardens comprising of approximately 
600 hectares of open space including natural 
bushland reserves, developed parks, playgrounds, 
sporting ovals, and trails along creek lines in a 
range of shapes and sizes. 

In 2015, the estimated resident population was 
66,347 (ABS, community profile) and the 
population is projected to increase to over 70,000 
over the next ten years (City of Mitcham Strategic 
Management Plan). According to the current Dog 
and Cat Management Plan, 34% of the population 
live in the hills and 66% in the plains. 

The study area encompasses several National 
Parks managed by the Department of 
Environment, Water & Natural Resources 
(DEWNR) including: 

 Belair National Park 

 Brownhill Creek Recreation Park 

 Shepherds Hill Recreation Park 

 Sturt Gorge Recreation Park 

 Blackwood Recreation Park. 

Blackwood Recreation Park is the only national 
park in the Council area that allows dogs’ off-leash, 
but they must be under effective control at all 
times. 

Dog population in the City of Mitcham 
The City of Mitcham has 9,663 registered dogs as 
of June 2015 (City of Mitcham, 2015). 

The suburbs with the highest number of registered 
dogs are: 

 Belair (856) 

 Blackwood (804) 

 Hawthorndene (719) 

 Colonel Light Gardens (640) 

 Eden Hills (589). 

Refer to Appendix A for a list of dog registrations 
by suburbs. 
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RELEVANT PLANS + 
STRATEGIES 
 
Plans and strategies related to the study include: 
 

 Strategic Management Plan 2013 – 2022 

 Dog and Cat Management Plan 2012 – 2017 
 

Strategic Management Plan 2013 – 2022 
The Dogs Off-Leash Study supports a number of 
objectives in the Strategic Management Plan 
under Accessible City. 
 
Goal of Accessible City: streets, open spaces, 
community buildings and facilities will be 
accessible, connected and people friendly. 
 

 Objective 1: Transport – We can move around 
the City 

 Objective 2: Connected Community Places – 
We have places to meet 

 Objective 3: Open Space and Recreation 
Facilities – We have places to relay and play 

 
Dog walking is a popular recreation activity and is 
an important part of the park system, as well as 
the broader open space planning process. 
Providing open space, including dog exercise areas 
that people can walk to rather than travelling long 
distances, supports the establishment of an 
accessible city.  
 

Dog and Cat Management Plan 2012 – 
2017 
This study supports a number of key result areas in 
the Dog and Cat Management Plan including 
encouraging responsible pet ownership and 
managing dogs in public places. 
 

 Key Result Area 2: Encouraging Responsible Pet 
Ownership 

 Objective: To implement appropriate education 
activities designed to achieve responsible pet 
ownership. 
 

This key result area highlights the importance of 
educating all park users about public places and 
their rights and responsibilities as park users, the 
meaning of effective control, and the need to train 
dogs to come back to the owner (i.e. reliable 
recall) in a public place. 
 

 Key Result Area 4: Managing Dogs in Public 
Places 

 Objective: To ensure the requirements relating 
to dogs and their access to public places are 
appropriate for the City of Mitcham and are 
adhered to by dog owners. 

 
This result area highlights specific actions 
regarding dog exercise areas including:  
 

 Developing a maintenance plan and budget for 
CC Hood Dog Park 

 Establishing a second dog park  

 Reviewing dog access requirements in all 
future park master plans.  

 
The Dog and Cat Management Plan also states that 
the establishment of more enclosed dog parks has 
not eventuated due to the higher than expected 
costs of establishing and maintaining Council’s 
existing enclosed dog park at CC Hood Reserve.  
 
Responsible dog ownership and managing dogs 
effectively in public places are relevant to this 
study as they relate to the behaviour of people 
and dogs in off-leash areas, and the importance of 
good manners and dog training skills in public 
places (see section 2 – Setting the Scene). 
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CURRENT DOG 
MANAGEMENT PROVISIONS 
 
There are a range of controls for dog’s on-leash, off-
leash and dogs prohibited in the Council area.  
 
These controls are summarised below and include: 
 

 Dog prohibited (this means dog free areas) 

 Dog on-leash areas  

 Dog off-leash areas  

 Dog time-share areas 

 Dog 10-metre rule 

 Dog 20-metre rule for Mortlock Reserve. 
 

Dog Prohibited Areas (at all times) 
Dogs are prohibited at all times from the following 
public places: 
 

 Enclosed children’s playgrounds (except 
accredited Assistance Dogs) 

 Fenced soccer pitch 

 Specific parks/reserves listed on Council’s 
website or signed at the park. 
 

Table 1: List of public places where dogs are prohibited  
 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE SUBURB 
Apex Park Reserve (enclosed children’s playground) Hawthordene 

AA Bailey Reserve (enclosed children’s playground) Clarence Gardens 

Blackwood Hill Oval (fenced children’s playground) Blackwood 

Price Memorial Oval (fenced children’s playground) Hawthorn 

AA Bailey Reserve (fenced soccer pitch) Clarence Gardens 

Barrans Reserve Lower Mitcham 

Crozier Reserve Daw Park 

Denman Reserve Lower Mitcham 

Goodale Reserve Clarence Gardens 

Kingswood Oval Kingswood 

Portland Place Colonel Light Gardens 

 
Refer to Map 2 for dog prohibited areas in the City of Mitcham. 
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Dog On-leash areas (at all times)  
Under this provision dogs must be on-leash at all 
times in public places including: 
 

 Public realm – Under the Dog and Cat 
Management Act 1995, dogs are required to be 
on a leash or lead on all roads, footpaths, nature 
strips, parking areas and shopping centres. 

 Specific parks/reserves - There are several parks 
within the City of Mitcham where dogs must be 
on a lead at all times. Refer to Map 2 for dog on-
leash areas. 

When a dog is required to be on a lead, the lead 
must not exceed 2 meters in length. This rule is a 
requirement under the Dog and Cat Management 
Act 1995. 
 
However, some dogs such as greyhounds, 
prescribed breeds and dogs declared dangerous by 
Council must be on-leash at all times in public 
places including an enclosed dog park.  
 

 
 
Table 2: List of public places where dogs must be on-leash 
 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE SUBURB 
Public realm (roads, footpaths, car parks, shopping centres) All suburbs 

Portion of Apex Park Reserve, north of Watahuna Ave Hawthordene 

Avenue Road Reserve, near enclosed portions of fitness 

equipment and playground  
Westbourne Park 

Burbank Reserve Bedford Park 

Donald Reserve Pasadena 

Haddington Reserve Clapham 

Hill View Reserve  Colonel Light Gardens 

Keith W Pearson Reserve Westbourne Park 

Mitcham Reserve Mitcham 

Naomi Reserve Pasadena 

Nunyara Reserve (Thompson playground)  Belair 

Riverside Drive Reserve  Bedford Park 

 
Refer to Map 2 for dog on-leash areas in the City of Mitcham. 
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Dog Off-leash areas (at all times) 
Under the provisions, dogs can be off-leash at CC 
Hood designated enclosed dog park at Panorama.  
 
Dogs can also be off-leash at other parks/reserves 
unless indicated on Council’s website or signed at 
the park.  

Dogs off-leash must be under effective control at 
all times. Effective control means a dog must be 
under voice control, within sight of the owner at 
all times, and nearby of the owner.  Effective 
control is a requirement under the Dog and Cat 
Management Act, 1995. 

 
 
Table 3: List of public places where dogs are allowed off-leash at all times 
 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE SUBURB 

CC Hood Designated Dog Park  Panorama 

All other parks/reserves unless signed or indicated 
on  Council’s website 

All suburbs 

 
Refer to Map 2 for designated dog off-leash (dog park) area in the City of Mitcham. 
 
 

  



City of Mitcham | Dogs Off-Leash Study 

Balancing Act Adelaide | people + pets + cities 
Page 14 of 32 

 

Dog Time-share Areas 
Dog time-share areas are where dogs can be off-
leash at specific times, but must be on-leash at all 
other times. A time-share arrangement can be used 
when other users such as sporting clubs use a 
reserve for organised sports and training.  
 
There are two time-share parks within the City of 
Mitcham including: 
 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE TIME SHARE ARRANGEMENT 

CC Hood Reserve, Panorama 

Dogs are allowed off-leash outside the designated 
enclosed dog park at the following times: 

 Daily from 1 April to 31 October (inclusive) 
between 7 am - 9 am & 5 pm - 8 pm 

 Daily from 1 November to 30 March 
(inclusive, Day Light Savings time) between  
7 am – 9 am & 6.30 pm - 9.30 pm 

Price Memorial Oval, Hawthorn 
 

Dogs are allowed off-leash at the following times: 

 Daily between the hours of 11 am - 4 pm, and 
otherwise, on-leash during such times as 
sporting activities are being undertaken 

 
 

Dog 10 Metre Rule 
The 10 metre rule means that all dog owners must 
have their dog on-leash within 10 metres of an: 

 Unfenced children’s playground 

 Outdoor fitness equipment. 
 

Otherwise dogs can be off-leash outside of the 10 
metre rule and under effective control. 

 
 

Table 3: List of public places where dog must be on-leash within 10 metres of children’s playground or outdoor 
fitness equipment 
 

PUBLIC OPEN SPACE SUBURB 
Archibald Reserve Hawthorndene 

Batchelor Reserve Westbourne Park 

Balham Reserve Kingswood 

Thurles Reserve St Mary’s 

Alexander Ross Reserve Melrose Park 

Birksgate Reserve Urrbrae 

Delwood Reserve Hawthorn 

Donnybrook Reserve Bellevue Heights 

Francis Reserve Bedford Park 

  Godden Reserve Hawthorn 
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Hewett Sports Ground Blackwood 

Highfield Drive Reserve Craigburn Farm 

Jackson Reserve Coromandel Valley 

Karinya Reserve Eden Hills 

Kegworth Reserve Melrose Park 

Kent Reserve Colonel Light Gardens 

Manson Oval Bellevue Heights 

Marion Reserve Melrose Park 

Mead Crescent Reserve Melrose Park 

McElligotts Quarry Reserve Brown Hill Creek 

Meadowbank Reserve Urrbrae 

Monalta Reserve Belair 

Netherby Reserve Netherby 

Norman Street Reserve St Marys  

Ossie Goldsworthy Reserve Blackwood 

Pasadena Reserve Pasadena 

Piazza Reserve Pasadena 

Rozelle Reserve Melrose Park 

Sherwood Reserve Glenalta 

Suffolk Road Reserve Hawthorndene 

Sierra Nevada Reserve Pasadena 

Thiselton Reserve Pasadena 

Whicker Reserve Bellevue  heights 

Woodlake Reserve Craigburn Farm 

Waite Street Reserve Blackwood 

 
Refer to Map 2 for all areas with a 10-metre rule. 
 

Dog 20 Metre rule for Mortlock Park, 
Colonel Light Gardens 
Mortlock Park has a 20 metre rule where dogs 
must be on-leash at all times within 20 metres of: 
 

 BMX tracks 

 Playground equipment 

 Any person or group of people 
participating in organised sport or school 
activities officially convened by licensed 
sports and school groups within their 
licensed areas. 

 
Outside these areas dogs must be under effective 
control. 
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Map 2: Existing Dog Provisions in the City of Mitcham  
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
An essential part of the study included 
consultation with key stakeholders including 
Council staff, elected members and the residents 
of the City of Mitcham to seek their views on 
where and how dogs are exercised in the 
community. Communities’ views were also sought 
to guide the future planning for dog off-leash 
exercise areas in the council area. 
 
Survey questions were developed to gain a better 
understanding of the experiences and views of dog 
and non-dog owners regarding dog exercise areas 
within the City of Mitcham. 
 

COMMUNITY SURVEY 
The survey was available from 14 July to 10 August 
2016 on Council’s website, and hard copies were 
distributed at the Council Civic Centre and Council 
libraries. The survey was advertised in the local 
papers (i.e. Eastern Courier and the Mitcham and 
Hills Messenger, 13 July 2016) and a flyer 
promoting the project was inserted with dog 
registration notices, which was distributed to 
approximately 10,000 households in the council 
area. Refer to Appendix B for the example survey. 
 
There were 16 survey questions in total, and the 
first question asked if respondents owned a dog or 
not. Questions 2-13 addressed dog owners only 
and questions 14-16 addressed both dog and non-
dog owners. The questions are listed below. 
 
There were 378 individual responses from the 
community survey. The data was collected and 
entered into a database by Council. The Consultant 
then analysed the results and prepared a summary 
of the findings. 
 

Summary of findings 
The survey findings revealed a large proportion of 
dog owners amongst the respondents, with the 
data indicating the highest number of dog owners 
in order of significance living in the following 
suburbs: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1) Colonel Light Gardens  

2) Hawthorndene  

3) Blackwood  

4) Panorama and Clapham (equal) 

5) Eden Hills  

6) Belair and Hawthorn (equal). 

 

There are 9,663 registered dogs in the City of 

Mitcham, and of the dog owners responding to the 

survey this represents 3.0% of registered dogs. 

A summary of the key findings is described below. 

Q. 1 Do you have a dog(s)? 

Of the total respondents, 87% (328 respondents) 

were dog owners, and 12% (50 respondents) were 

non-dog owners.  

Q. 2 Do you exercise your dog(s) off-leash? 

Of the dog owners, 86% (281 respondents) 

exercise their dog’s off-leash and 14% (47 

respondents) exercise on-leash.  

Q. 3 Where do you exercise your dog(s) off-leash 
in the City of Mitcham? 
 
The most popular off-leash areas in order of 
frequency included: 
 

 CC Hood Reserve including the designated 
enclosed dog park, Panorama 

 Mortlock Park, Colonel Light Gardens 

 Hawthorndene Oval, Hawthorndene 

 Blackwood Forest Reserve, Hawthorndene 

 Hawthorn Oval, Hawthorn 

 Frank Smith Park, Coromandel Valley 

 Price Memorial Oval, Hawthorn. 
 
The survey findings also highlighted the fact that 
dog owners visit a range of parks rather than just 
one park.  
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Combined 
with other 
activities

12%

Convenience
32%

Fenced
15%

Socialising
21%

Safety
20%

Q. 4 Where do you exercise your dog(s) on-leash 
in the City of Mitcham? 
 
Dog owners exercise their dogs’ on-leash in a 
range of environments including: 
 

 Streets in their local neighbourhood including 
to and from destination points such as a local 
off-leash park, along a shopping strip (e.g. 
Blackwood Shopping Centre) and local cafes 
such as Joan’s Pantry (opposite Hawthorndene 
Oval), Hawthorndene. 

 

 Recreation reserves including Belair National 

Park, which was the most visited park for on-

leash dog exercise. Other recreation reserves 

visited in order of frequency: 

o Brown Hill Creek (24) 

o Sturt Gorge (15) 

o Shepherds Hill (13) 

o Blackwood Recreation Park (5). 

 Trails including Craigburn Farm Trails, and a fire 

trail at Gloucester Road Reserve. 

 

 School ovals and local parks. Some respondents 
also identified enclosed children’s playgrounds; 
yet dogs are prohibited from these areas. 

 
Q. 5 Why do you exercise your dog(s) at the 
location you have identified?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The most overwhelming response from the dog 
owners as to why they exercised their dog at the 
nominated location, was convenience, followed by 
socialising and safety.  
 
 

Q. 6 How do you get to the park/reserve where 
you exercise your dog(s)? 
 
45% (147 respondents) walk, 16% (52 
respondents) by car and 39% (125 respondents) 
walk/drive to parks. Not all respondents answered 
the question, but on the numbers provided the 
majority of people walk to parks. 
 

 
 
Q. 7 How often do you visit the park/reserve with 
your dog(s)? 
 
Of the dog owners, 38% (125 respondents) visited 
public open spaces to exercise their dogs on a daily 
basis, followed by 24% (79 respondents) of people 
using parks 2-3 times a week and 23% (76 
respondents) 4 or more times a week.  
  
The findings show a significant majority of dog 
owners visit the parks on a daily basis. 
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Q. 8 What park features do you like about the 
areas where you exercise your dog(s)? 
 
Respondents identified the following features they 
liked: 
 

 Close to home (”we all get the exercise”, 
respondent) 

 Parks accessible when other activities such as 
sport are not in progress 

 Wide, open spaces (unfenced) for dogs (”ovals, 
forest areas away from busy traffic”, 
respondent) 

 Bushland and natural settings 

 Multi-use parks (”we can go as a family”, 
respondent) 

 Parks with water i.e. creeks and dams 

 Facilities such as drinking water for dogs and 
poo bags 

 Responsible dog owners 

 Open spaces that are safely located away from 
roads (”I love that it’s not an official dog 
exercise area”, respondent)  

 Social interaction with dogs and other people 

 Fenced dog park i.e. CC Hood enclosed dog 
park 

 Variety of dog exercise options, different open 
space types and experiences, and differing 
places to explore including walking trails, and 
natural areas.  
 

”Wide open spaces for dogs to run e.g. 
Hawthorndene Oval and walk through parks 
where they can follow their nose e.g. Waite 
Reserve” (respondent). 
 

 different terrains, water areas for dogs, forests, 
close to coffee shops  
 

“I find it very relaxing walking along Frank Smith 
and in the forest. I find that the people who go 
there are open to letting their dogs have a run, 
but do their best to respect the need to tether a 
dog if it’s not as well socialised” (respondent). 
 
Q. 9 Are there any improvements or changes you 
would suggest for the park/reserve you use? 
 
Respondents suggested the following 
improvements in order of frequency: 
 

 Additional supporting infrastructure such as 
dog bags, bag dispensers, and waste bins 

 More off-leash areas 

 Extension of off-leash times 

 More enclosed dog parks 

 Better management of off-leash dogs in public 
open spaces. 

 
Q. 10 Have you ever used the City of Mitcham’s 
CC Hood designated dog park? If you answered 
yes, what did you like or dislike about the dog 
park? 
 
The majority of respondents 58% (191 
respondents) said they had visited the enclosed 
dog park. What they liked and disliked are listed 
below in order of frequency: 
 
Likes 

 Fencing for dogs (it’s safe and secure) 

 Amenities in the park including shelter, water 
fountains, seating, walking path, poo bags, 
dispensers and bins 

 Park size (it’s spacious) 

 Features for dogs including tunnels, logs and 
pipes 

 Socialising (for dogs and people) (”it creates a 
strong community”, respondent) 

 
Dislikes 

 Park size (too small, overcrowded and 
congested at peak times) 

 Amenities (dry, dusty in summer, muddy in 
winter, water fountain is inadequate, and not 
well maintained) 

 Accessibility (too far to travel, inaccessible 
from Hills areas, and need a car) 

 Behaviour (inappropriate dog behaviour, and 
people not watching their dogs)  
 

“I like parks that are not fenced so dogs have to 
be under effective control and not trapped if 
there is a problem dog in the area. I also like a 
long line of sight so I can anticipate problems -
human and dog” (respondent). 

 
Of note there were differing views of the likes and 
dislikes of the park (i.e. size and amenities). This 
would suggest that people use the dog park for 
different reasons and have different needs. 
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Q. 11 Do you visit designated off-leash dog parks 
outside the City of Mitcham? 
 
Of the dog owners, 53% had visited off-leash 
enclosed dog parks in other local council areas 
including:  
 

 North Adelaide Dog Park, North Adelaide, City 
of Adelaide 

 Conyngham Dog Park, Glenside, City of 
Burnside 

 Wright Road Dog Park, Crafers, Adelaide Hills 
Council 

 Pooch Park, Flinders Park, City of Charles Sturt 

 Minkara Dog Park, Flagstaff Hill, City of 
Onkaparinga 

 West Torrens Dog Park, Marleston, City of 
West Torrens 

 Port Elliot Dog Park, Port Elliot, Alexandrina 
Council. 

 
Q. 12 Why do you visit off-leash dog park outside 
the City of Mitcham? 
 
The main reasons for visiting dog parks outside the 
Mitcham area included: 
 

 Offers variety and different environments for 
dogs 

 Co-located with other facilities such as 
playgrounds and tennis courts  

 En-route to other places and activities (i.e. trip 
to Victor Harbour, lunch in the Hills) 

 Place to meet friends with dogs 

 Better facilities such as parking  

 Within walking distance from home 

 Better conditions at other parks (i.e. muddy at 
CC Hood Reserve Dog Park) 

 Designated areas for small and large dogs. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q. 13 What size is/are your dog(s)? 

Over half of the dog owners 57% (188 

respondents) have medium (10-30 kg) sized dogs, 

followed by 23% (75 respondents) with large (30+ 

kg) dogs and 20% (65 respondents) with small 

(under 10 kg) dogs.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The most common breeds (including cross breeds) 

included: 

 Labrador  

 Kelpie 

 Border Collie. 

 
Q. 14 Do you think adequate opportunity exists 
to exercise dog(s) within the City of Mitcham? If 
no, what would you suggest? 
 
Of the dog owners, 47% (153 respondents) 
indicated there were adequate opportunities to 
exercise dogs with 43% (143 respondents) 
reporting there were not enough opportunities. 
 
 58% (29 respondents) of non-dog owners, said the 
existing opportunities were adequate, with 14% (7 
respondents) indicating there were not enough 
opportunities.  

 
The above figures suggest that both groups believe 
there are adequate opportunities to exercise dogs 
in the City of Mitcham. 
 

Dog Owners Non Dog Owners 

No  143 No 7 

Yes 153 Yes 29 

Don’t Know 31 Don't know 10 

No answer 1 No answer 4 

Total 328 Total 50 
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Suggestions for additional opportunities from dog 
and non-dog owners included the following in 
order of frequency: 
 

 Establish more dedicated enclosed dog parks 
with Blackwood, Belair, and Hawthorndene as 
potential areas 

 Consider new off-leash areas and extension of 
off-leash times. 

 
Q. 15 Do you have any concerns about areas 
where dogs are being exercised? 
 
Dog and non-dog owners were asked to select 
concerns from a range of issues including access, 
cleanliness, dog conflicts, maintenance, noise, 
safety, shade, signage, and suitability. 
 
Key concerns for dog owners in order of 
importance were safety, dog conflicts, cleanliness 
and suitability.  

Key concerns for non-dog owners in order of 
significance were safety and cleanliness, followed 
by dog conflict and suitability.  
 
Both dog and non-dog owners share the same key 
concern of safety. However it is unclear from the 
survey whether this concern relates to the safety 
of people or dogs or both.  
 
The key parks/reserves identified with concerns 
are listed below in order of significance included: 
 

 Mortlock Park: Safety, cleanliness and dog 
conflicts 

 CC Hood Reserve: Dog conflicts, maintenance, 
safety 

 Hawthorndene Oval: Safety, suitability, dog 
conflicts 

 Price Memorial Reserve: Safety and cleanliness, 
signage 

 

   

3

28

22

3

4

28

3

5

13

11

33

53

25

1

62

6

9

28

Access

Cleanliness

Dog Conflicts

Maintenance

Noise

Safety

Shade

Signage

Suitability

No. of respondents

Concerns

Non Dog Owners Dog Owners

CONCERN 
Mortlock Park 
(59 respondents) 

CC Hood Reserve 
(36 respondents) 

Hawthorndene Oval 
(18 respondents) 

Price Memorial 
(7 respondents) 

Access 2 2 2 0 

Cleanliness 32 3 2 3 

Dog Conflicts 29 12 4 1 

Maintenance 4 9 2 1 

Noise 3 0 0 0 

Safety 38 6 11 3 

Shade 4 5 0 0 

Signage 2 2 0 2 

Suitability 16 5 5 1 
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Q. 16 Do you support additional dog off-leash 
areas? If yes, what locations would you suggest 
for off-leash areas? 
 
Both dog owners and non-dog owners supported 
additional dog off-leash areas. 
 
Of the dog owners, a significant majority (86%, 281 
respondents) supported the provision of additional 
off-leash areas with 64% (32 respondents) of non-
dog owners also supporting additional areas. 
 

Dog owners Non-dog owners 

Don't know 23 Don't know 8 

Yes 281 Yes 32 

No 24 No 10 

Total 328 Total 50 

 
Of the respondents that answered yes to 
additional dog off-leash areas, the majority of 
responses referred to more off-leash areas in a 
general sense; however, there were some specific 
responses for more designated enclosed dog 
parks. 
 
Off-leash areas 
The responses included the following suggestions: 
 

 Locate off-leash areas away from children’s 
play spaces, and main roads 

 Allow off-leash exercise when organised sports 
are not in progress  

 Provide off-leash areas within walking distance 
for people without cars and the elderly 

 Offer more off-leash walking trails including 
natural trails 

 Provide a good distribution of off-leash areas 
with the City of Mitcham 

 Combine on-leash walking trails with 
destination points such as off-leash areas.  
 

”Provide places were humans can also exercise, 
where the dogs are not confined and where the 
walks become a bonding experience with the 
dogs” (respondent).  
 
“All users need to share the parks and be 
respectful of each other” (respondent). 
 
Enclosed Dog Parks 
Suggestions for potential sites for enclosed dog 
parks included: 
 

 Karinya Reserve, Eden Hills 

 Frank Smith Reserve, Coromandel Valley  

 Hawthordene Oval (southern corner) 
Hawthordene  

 Belair National Park (near entrance) Belair 

 Park behind Coles, Waite Reserve, Blackwood  

 Reserve to the south of Colebrook Memorial 
Reserve, Eden Hills 

 Blackwood Forest Reserve, Blackwood. 
 
The most frequent suggestions for an enclosed dog 
park location was in the Hills. 
 
Other suggested locations for an enclosed dog 
park included: 
 

 Kent Road, Colonel Light Gardens 

 Norman Reserve, St Marys 

 St Marys Oval, St Marys 

 Extension of CC Hood designated Dog Park, 
Panorama 

 Price Memorial, Mortlock Park, Waite Oval, 
Netherby Reserve, open space at Balayana, 
Behind Airforce Building (old bowling club site) 

 Avenue Road Reserve, Cumberland Park 
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CONCLUSIONS + 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
In reviewing the relevant City of Mitcham plans 
and strategies in the context of dog management 
provisions, as well as community views and 
current research on dogs and public open space, 
the following key themes are outlined below. 
 

Benefits of dogs 
The survey findings highlighted the benefits of 
dogs in facilitating social interaction within the 
community and creating a strong sense of 
community. 
 
“It’s a great place for socialising dogs and people, 
it creates a strong community” (respondent). 

 
Off-leash areas 
Off-leash dog exercise was a popular recreational 
activity for dog owners in the survey. Dog owners 
are also some of Mitcham’s most frequent park 
users, using parks at off-peak times providing 
valuable ‘eyes and ears’ in parks after hours. 
 
Dog owners visit a range of reserves rather than 
just one park including sporting ovals, natural 
bushland reserves, walking trails and off-leash 
enclosed dog parks. 
 
The range of off-leash opportunities, diversity of 
settings and terrains is a key feature dog owners 
liked about the existing open spaces within 
Mitcham. 
 
“I love the diversity of places – a forest, creeks, 
dam, oval” (respondent). 
 
Wide open spaces for dogs to run e.g. 
Hawthorndene Oval, were frequently mentioned, 
and “walk through parks where they can follow 
their nose, such as Waite Reserve” (respondent). 
 
Brown Hill creek or Lynton Park are enjoyed by 
many:  
 
“A place where humans can also exercise, where 
the dogs are not confined and where the walks 
become a bonding experience with the dogs” 
(respondent). 
 

Providing a range of off-leash experiences is an 
important consideration in the planning of future 
off-leash areas. Diversity of off-leash areas is 
warranted for daily use rather than limiting dogs 
and their owners to one type of off-leash 
experience – such as an enclosed dog park. 
 

Convenience + walkability  
The survey found convenience was the major 
factor in determining which parks dog owners 
visited. It is assumed that convenience is related to 
walkability as a large proportion of dog owners 
(60%) walked to parks, and visited parks on a daily 
basis. 
 
Dog walking is a popular recreational activity in 
Australia (see section 2) which not only provides 
exercise for the dog, but also for the owner. 
Walking a dog supports the development of more 
sustainable communities, and active and healthy 
lifestyles. Dog owners should not have to rely on 
the car for access to off-leash areas for daily use. 
 
“We need off-leash areas within walking distance 
for people without cars and the elderly” 
(respondent). 
 
The survey found that dog owners primarily walk 
their dogs on-leash around the streets of the local 
neighbourhood, to and from off-leash parks and to 
other destinations such as the Blackwood 
Shopping Centre and local cafes (i.e. Joan’s Pantry 
opposite Hawthorndene Oval). 
 
When planning for dogs in public open spaces, 
urban streets are a vital element to provide links 
to destination places. Local streetscapes and 
verges can provide an enriching environment by 
creating places to linger with sensory plants and 
different textures. This is particularly important for 
those dogs that are not allowed off-leash in public 
places such as Greyhounds.  

 
Safety + dog conflict 
The survey found that key concerns for both dog 
owners and non-dog owners included safety and 
dog conflict.  
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Dog conflict can include dog-dog and dog-human 
interactions when dogs are off-leash within a 
public open space, as well as conflict between on-
leash and off-leash dogs. A common concern was 
dogs rushing-up to unfamiliar dogs or people. 
Regardless of whether a dog is ‘friendly or 
sociable’ or not, it’s important to respect all park 
users including dogs. As highlighted in section 3, 
not all dogs and/or people want to be greeted by 
unfamiliar dogs.  
 
Community education on good public etiquette in 
public places is a must to address these issues. 
 
Dog conflict was also a key concern at the CC Hood 
Reserve designated enclosed dog park. Enclosed 
dog parks can appear to be a safe environment 
given they are fully fenced; however, there is 
greater potential for conflict among dogs that are 
unfamiliar to each other, and who are 
concentrated in an enclosed space.  
 
“CC Hood Dog Park can be overcrowded at peak 
times” (respondent). 
 
In an enclosed dog park, a dog must still be under 
effective control (i.e. respond to sight and sound 
commands/cues), and the owner should be 
actively engaging with the dog at all times. An 
essential dog skill required for a dog park visit is a 
reliable recall.  
 
Educating the community on good dog park 
etiquette should be a key element of any dog park 
management strategy. Good dog park etiquette 
includes: 
 

 Basic dog skills (i.e. a reliable recall) 

 What good and bad dog play looks like and 
knowing when to interrupt 

 How to read a dog’s body language 

 Dogs not suitable for a dog park. 
 

Supporting infrastructure 
It is no surprise that the most frequent response 
regarding improvements to existing parks and 
reserves was for additional supporting 
infrastructure including the provision of poo bags, 
bag dispensers, waste bins, and increased 
frequency of waste disposal. 
 
Other areas for improvement included signage to 
indicate on-leash/off-leash times and dog free 
areas, as well as improved fencing at parks located 
near busy roads such as Hawthorndene Oval, Black 
Forest Reserve, Apex Park and Hannaford Reserve. 

 
“Fencing the area around the boundary along 
Watahuna Avenue and around the corner along 
the car park/Wattle Ave would make it safer 
along that main road side. It doesn't take much 
for a dog (or a child) to bolt out onto the road and 
cause a horrible situation in that area”, 
respondent) 

 
Several respondents suggested the need for 
information listing times of weekly organised 
sports (i.e. playing and training times) at reserves 
so dog owners can better plan their visits to the 
park for off-leash exercise e.g. a notice be placed 
on Council’s website of weekly sports times 
including games and practice. 
 

Management and enforcement 
Other issues regarding improvements was the 
need for some dog owners to take more 
responsibility for cleaning up after their dogs, 
Council to better educate and enforce the rules of 
on-leash, off-leash and prohibited areas (including 
dogs in enclosed children’s playgrounds) and for 
dog owners to keep their dogs under effective 
control.  
 

Additional off-leash areas 
The survey findings supported the provision of 
additional off-leash areas in the City of Mitcham in 
particular the introduction of new off-leash areas, 
and extension of existing off-leash times, 
particularly in those parks with formal organised 
sports. 

 
“There are times when no sport is happening in 
the day and dogs are not allowed off-leash” 
(respondent). 
 
The findings identified some specific parks to be 
reviewed including: 
 

 Price Memorial Park, Hawthorn 

 Hawthorn Oval, Hawthorn 

 Monmouth Oval, Hawthorn 

 Avenue Road Reserve, Cumberland Park 

 Mortlock Park, Colonel Light Gardens. 
 
The survey findings suggest that a greater focus be 
placed on off-leash areas in general rather than 
enclosed dog parks. A focus on off-leash areas 
suggests more attention be given to identifying 
local parks for regular use to provide a range of 
off-leash opportunities.  
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Another area for consideration is the provision of 
additional supporting infrastructure, and the 
development of community education programs 
and strategies as a way to promote public 
awareness of responsible dog ownership and 
community standards in off-leash areas. 

 
Recommendations 
These recommendations have been informed by 
the survey findings, and a discussion amongst the 
Project Team. The recommendations are outlined 
in three sections: 
 

 Review of off-leash areas 

 Provision of supporting infrastructure 

 Need for community education. 
 

REVIEW OF OFF-LEASH AREAS 

1. The City of Mitcham adopt the following 
principles for future off-leash planning and 
management: 

 

 Off-leash areas are an essential part of the 
park system, and should be part of a 
broader open space planning process 

 

 Off-leash areas are to be strategically 
distributed across the city to enable easy 
access by foot or a short drive  

 

 Off-leash areas are to provide a variety of 
opportunities and experiences 

 
2. Review off-leash and on-leash times including: 
 

 Price Memorial Park, Hawthorn 

 Hawthorn Oval, Hawthorn 

 Monmouth Oval, Hawthorn 

 Avenue Reserve, Cumberland Park 

 Mortlock Park, Colonel Light Gardens. 
 

Both Mortlock Park and Price Memorial Park 
were reviewed in the last four years. 
Therefore, it is unlikely they will reviewed in 
the near future. 

 

3. Review dog prohibited areas for new off-leash 
areas and extension of dog off-leash times 

 

PROVISION OF SUPPORTING 
INFRASTRUCTURE 
 
4. Provision of supporting infrastructure (i.e. 

doggie bags, bag dispensers, waste bins and 
increase the frequency of waste removal) at 
off-leash and on-leash areas.  

 
Provide supporting infrastructure to those parks 
that are most visited including: 
  

 CC Hood Reserve 

 Mortlock Park 

 Hawthorn Oval 

 Frank Smith Reserve – (also part of City of 
Onkaparinga, & could investigate working 
together to provide dog bags & dispensers) 

 Price Memorial Oval. 
 
5. Increase frequency of waste bin management 

at most visited/popular parks. 
 

NEED FOR COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
 
6. Provide community education programs 

around the safe use of enclosed dog parks & 
other public places including practical training 
and demonstrations of effective control i.e. 
reliable recall. 

 
7. Provide community information program to 

promote a better understanding of off-leash, 
on-leash and dog prohibited areas. 

 
8. Provide information on Council’s website and 

other relevant places on when formal sports 
(i.e. game and training) is being undertaken on 
specific parks. 

 
9. Update list of dog management controls on 

council websites to include suburbs for each 
park to make it easier for residents to find 
parks and reserves.
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RESOURCES 
 
Here are some useful ideas, programs and 
information that could complement Council’s 
community education programs for dogs in 
public places. 
 

Community education  
The City of Calgary: Off-leash Ambassador 
Program 
 

 The City of Calgary (Canada) offers free dog 
recall training from a certified professional dog 
trainer to help dog owners keep their dog 
under control in off-leash areas.  

 

 This program is part of the City’s Off-leash 
Ambassador Program in Community Standards 
to promote public awareness of responsible 
dog ownership in off-leash areas. 

 
http://www.calgary.ca/CSPS/ABS/Pages/Volunteer
ing/Off-leash.aspx 
 
The Pet Professional Guild: Pet Dog Ambassador 
Program 
 

 The Pet Professional Guild offers a Pet Dog 
Ambassador Program to teach dogs and their 
guardians the skills for real life settings.  

 The program is provided in South Australia by 
PPG qualified trainers and assessors. 

 
http://petdogambassador.com/ 

 
The Association of Pet Dog Training: Canine Life 
and Social Skills (C.L.A.S.S.)  
 

 The Association of Pet Dog Training offers the 
Canine Life and Social Skills program for dogs 
and their owners in everyday training skills. The 
program is offered in Australia by dog trainers. 

 
https://mydoghasclass.com/ 
 
Dr Sophia Yin: Dog Park Etiquette: Rules to help 
dogs get along  
 

 This is a free poster outlining some basic rules 
to keep your dog out of trouble in an enclosed 
dog park. 

 
http://info.drsophiayin.com/dog-park-etiquette-
poster 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

http://petdogambassador.com/
https://mydoghasclass.com/
http://info.drsophiayin.com/dog-park-etiquette-poster
http://info.drsophiayin.com/dog-park-etiquette-poster
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APPENDIX A – DOG 
REGISTRATIONS BY SUBURBS 
 
 

Dog Registrations Suburb Name 
856 Belair 

804 Blackwood 

719 Hawthorndene 

640 Colonel Light Gardens 

589 Eden Hills 

426 Bellevue Heights 

426 Craigburn Farm 

419 Torrens Park 

411 Cumberland Park 

406 Glenalta 

402 Lower Mitcham 

390 St Marys 

384 Westbourne Park 

381 Hawthorn 

376 Kingswood 

361 Pasadena 

357 Melrose Park 

355 Clarence Gardens 

353 Daw Park 

351 Panorama 

322 Mitcham 

272 Coromandel Valley 

270 Clapham 

255 Netherby 

154 Urrbrae 

131 Bedford Park 

93 Springfield 

52 Upper Sturt 

45 Lynton 

23 Crafers West 

15 Brown Hill Creek 

10 Leawood Gardens 
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APPENDIX B - COMMUNITY 
SURVEY 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Exercising Dog(s) Off Leash in the Community Survey 

The City of Mitcham is seeking your views on where and how dogs are exercised 
off leash in our community to guide our future planning for dog exercise areas (off 
leash) within the Council area. Council’s Dog and Cat Management Plan 2012-
2017 identifies the need to consider developing a second dog park in Mitcham, 
following the successful introduction of the dedicated dog park at CC Hood 
Reserve. We want to hear from our community if a second dog park is required 
and if it is where it should be located. We want to hear the views of all members 
of our community, dog owners, sporting clubs, reserve users, everyone who 
shares recreational spaces with dogs and their owners. Your responses will ensure 
Council understands and meets the need of the community in responsible animal 
management as well as ensuring the safety of our community. 

Contact Details: 
 

Name…………………………………………………………………...  

Email……………………………………………………………... 

Address………………………………………………………………... 
Suburb…………………………………………….……………… 
All submissions received should be accompanied by the name and residential address of 
the person making the submission. While a person may request that personal details not be 
published, they will be made available to Elected Members. Each written submission must 
include your name and address. The Council will consider all submissions received by the 
due date however any submissions received that do not provide this information may not be 
included in the consultation process. Please indicate if you would like your name and 
address kept confidential however these details may potentially be accessible under the 
Freedom of Information Act 1991. 
Please keep my name and address confidential:   Yes   No  
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1. Do you have a dog(s)? 

 Yes  No (If no go to question 14) 

2. Do you exercise your dog(s) off leash? 

 Yes  No 

3. Where do you exercise your dog(s) off-leash in the City of Mitcham? Please 

specify: 

Name of park/reserve: ____________________________ 

Location or street address: _________________________ 

Suburb: ______________________________________ 

Name of park/reserve: __________________________________ 

Location or street address: _______________________________ 

Suburb: ___________________________________________ 

Name of park/reserve: ________________________ 

Location or street address: _____________________ 

Suburb: 

____________________________________ 

Name of park/reserve: ___________________________ 

Location or street address: _________________________ 

Suburb: _______________________________________ 

Name of park/reserve: __________________________________ 

Location or street address: _______________________________ 

Suburb: ___________________________________________ 

 

4. Where do you exercise your dog(s) on-leash in the City of Mitcham? Please 

specify: 

Name of park/reserve: __________________________ 

Location or street address: _______________________ 

Suburb: _____________________________________ 

Name of park/reserve: __________________________________ 

Location or street address: _______________________________ 

Suburb: _____________________________________________ 

Name of park/reserve: __________________________ 

Location or street address: _______________________ 

Suburb: _____________________________________ 

Name of park/reserve: __________________________________ 

Location or street address: _______________________________ 

Suburb: _____________________________________________ 

5. Why do you exercise your dog at the locations you have identified? (select as 

many boxes that apply) 

 Safety 
 Convenience 
 It’s fenced 
 Socialising experience 
 Combined with other activities 

Other reasons _____________________________________________________________ 

 

6. How do you get to the park/reserve where you exercise your dog? 

 Walk 
 Car 
 Other 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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7. How often do you visit the park/reserve with your dog? 

 Daily 
 4 or more times a week 
 2-3 times a week 
 Once a week 

8. What features do you like about the areas where you exercise your dog? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Are there any improvements or changes you would suggest for the park/reserve 

you use? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

10. Have you ever used the City of Mitcham’s CC Hood designated dog park? 

 Yes 
 No 
If you answered yes, what did you like or dislike about the dog park? 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Do you visit designated off-leash dog parks outside the City of Mitcham? 

 Yes 
 No 
If yes, please identify the name and or location of the dog parks: 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

12. Why do you visit this off-leash dog parks outside the City of Mitcham? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

13. What size and breed is your dog(s) 

 Small (under 10kg) 
 Medium (10-30kg) 
 Large (30-45kg or over) 
Breed(s)___________________________________________________________________ 

Do you think adequate opportunity exists to exercise dog(s) within the City of 

Mitcham? 

 Yes 
 No 
 Don’t know 
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If no, what would you suggest? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

14. Do you have any concerns about areas where dogs are being exercised? (select all 

the apply) 

Name of Reserve/Park______________________________________________________ 

 
 No concerns 
 Cleanliness 
 Noise 
 Dog conflicts 
 Maintenance 

 Signage 
 Access 
 Safety 
 Suitability 
 Shade 

 
Other (please specify) 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

15. Do you support additional dog off-leash areas in the City of Mitcham? 

 Yes 
 No 
 Don’t know 

If yes, what locations would you suggest for off-leash areas? Please specify: 

Name of park/reserve: __________________________________________________ 

Location or street address: ______________________________________________ 

Suburb: _____________________________________________________________ 

16. Please provide any additional comments relevant to this subject: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

_______________ 

Comments must be received by 5 pm Wednesday 10 August 2016 by: 

 

Email 

mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au 
 
Website 

www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/exer
cisingdogs 
 
Telephone 

8372 8888 

Deliver 

City of Mitcham 
131 Belair Road, 
Torrens Park 
South Australia 5062 

Post 

City of Mitcham 
Mitcham Shopping Centre 
PO Box 21, Torrens Park 
South Australia 5062 

 

mailto:mitcham@mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au
http://www.mitchamcouncil.sa.gov.au/

